
Week One:
Nature Superheroes

Think: What do you think of when you hear
“superhero?” What are some powers a nature
superhero could have, or what are some
environmental problems they could solve?  
Character Design: Take a pencil, and using a
blank page in your notebook, draw your nature
superhero. Brainstorm what powers they have,
and anything else you want people to know
about your character! 

Superpower: how does it work? How is it
related to nature?
Once you’re happy with your drawing,
outline it with a pen and color it in!

Set the Scene: On the next page of your
notebook, draw this superhero in a scene. What
is the setting? Is there an action? Is there a
problem that the character needs to solve? 

ex. Oh no! There’s been a garbage spill
near the lake! Who can help clean it up? 

Once you’re happy with your drawing, outline it
with a pen and color it in with your markers! 
You can continue your story in your notebook
by adding more panels if you want.
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Chitra Ganesh, an artist from New York, uses comic book art
to tell stories about her life and her culture. Away from the
Watcher is part of a series of comic book-inspired artworks
that combine fairy tales and science fiction, and center a
female superhero. Ganesh uses a comic book art style
because it allows her to portray herself as the female
superhero, fighting evil in her own life.

Art critics know a lot about art, and it's their job to
analyze a piece of artwork. Try being an art critic and
fill in the blanks below:

When I look at the artwork, I see:

-----------------------------------------------------------------------
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

The elements and colors that stand out are:

-----------------------------------------------------------------------
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

Inspired by Chitra Ganesh

Drawing from Chitra Ganesh’s artwork, we are going to 
make graphic novel-inspired artwork. In connection with 
The Art of Trees exhibit, we will be brainstorming and 
drawing a panel that features our very own nature 
superheroes! 

Sketchbook
Colored pencils
Pen
Any other pens or pencils you would like to
use

You will need:

Instructions

Chitra Ganesh (American b. 1975)
Away from the Watcher (from the Architects of the Future
portfolio), 2014
Woodblock and screenprint. 28 1/2 x 34 3/8 inches
Gund Gallery Collection; Gift of David Horvitz '74 and Francie Bishop Good.
2018.1.17


